Connecticut History Online Cataloging Meeting

February 3, 2009 – UConn

Attending: Bill Anderson (UConn), Barbara Austen (CHS), Nancy Finlay (CHS), Kathy Foulke (CHO), Steve Slovasky (CSL)

1. Update on CHO (Kathy) – CHO Management has been focused on advising on ECHO technical development over the last several months. ECHO has been working with the likely developer to define the infrastructure and resources. The current plan is to first develop a content management system to support encyclopedia editorial workflow as articles are received and reviewed. System design will take future harvesting of CHO resources into account, but the dynamic connection will come in a later phase of development. In the meantime, Anne Farrow (ECHO Managing Editor) and Kathy are identifying existing material in CHO and topics that need support. CHO partners have been working with the ECHO topic lists to identify relevant resources they have and will be adding. We will be piloting a model for adding new contributors with photographs from the Hartford Times collection of the Hartford History Center at Hartford Public Library. We will be working with Library Connection (LCI), which is collaborating with CSL to build a Treasures from Connecticut Libraries CONTENTdm collection as part of the CSL digital collections. LCI will do the digital capture and metadata refinement for the Hartford Times material., which will be used to illustrate ECHO articles and added to the Treasures collection. Kathy will also map it to CHO QDC, enhance/normalize as needed, and add to the CHO collection.
Next steps: Send LCI manual to group (Kathy)
2. CONTENTdm update (Bill, Kathy) -  Bill reported on the status of the upgrade from CDM 4.3 to 5 and on the CDM 5Webinar offered by OCLC. Hosted users are being upgraded on a schedule (Steve thinks CSL is scheduled for February). UConn is monitoring the experiences of other CDM users and does not yet have a timeframe for the upgrade from 4.3 to 5. Bill distributed his notes on the CDM 5 Webinar (available via User Support Center), and identified some highlights:

· faceted search, 
· full support of Unicode, 

· spelling suggestions, 

· improved reporting, 

· image rights applied dynamically, 

· additional thesauri (including AAT)

· can select subset of items for approval 

· more metadata fields

· Acquisition Station replaced by Project Client (more robust—allows for more objects in project)

· Projects can be shared
We’re on hold with launch of the GeoLocator until the CDM 5 upgrade. Linda is cautiously optimistic that it can be made to work with CDM 5 with minimum additional work. Since Shirley has retired and Michael Korman is no longer at UConn, there’s no one to do anything of significance to revise the mashup.
3. Revision of QDC element use and properties/ Normalization of metadata (Kathy)  Based on searches she has been doing for relevant CHO objects for ECHO and work on revising the CHO-CDM Help pages, Kathy thinks we should modify and simplify search options. Users can’t select a particular sub-collection (e.g., Artifacts) on the Search/Browse page and then execute a search for a topic limited to objects of that type. Users have to use the selected fields search and decide which Subject xxxx genre field to use. The number and descriptors for subject searching is daunting. In conversations with Michael Bennett and Linda Jackson, a proposed solution emerged: to add a Format field into which all the genre terms would be entered, and hide the existing Subject xxxx genre elements (but retain them as searchable). In that way we retain the granularity of the metadata, but make search and presentation of the metadata more user-friendly. Kathy asked whether she may do the relevant edits of all the partner institution metadata over time. She also asked whether she could normalize subject headings per CHO practice to minimize those that are strings combining topical, geographic, and or genre terms, separating these out into discrete headings. Everyone supported these proposals; Kathy will also check with Sandy Gallup to make sure this is OK with respect to UConn CHO metadata. The controlled vocabulary lists need to be cleaned up-- a task Kathy will address within the next month.
Next steps: Edit CHO metadata to populate Format field and hide multiple Subject genre elements; normalize subject headings; clean up controlled vocabulary (Kathy)

Note: There has since been discussion of whether the Type field rather than the Format field should be used for the genre/media type terms. Kathy will do more investigation of the options as well as the mechanics of making changes and do some testing. She will get back to everyone before any extensive changes are made.

4. Help “How to Use” page – Kathy is working on revising the CHO-CDM Help page and will send a draft to the group.

5. Other topics – Michael Bennett will be doing a CSL workshop on digital capture in the spring.as part of the digitization series in which CHO is involved. We had done some re-examination of CHO digital capture standards in the early stages of the ECHO collaboration, but perhaps the best course for us to follow would be to adopt the existing UConn standards rather than define separate standards. Kathy will bring this proposal to Management.

Since CDM supports JPEG2000, which will be the default display image for full resolution files, should we revisit the format for access images (currently JPEG for most objects)? More discussion and consideration of the implications is needed. 
Bill and Steve showed everyone compound objects in the UConn and CSL collections. Bill explained how filenaming conventions were used to generate meaningful page-level names for the Biological Specimens collection. Steve will send urls for a variety of compound objects in the CSL collections. 

Next steps: Bring questions regarding digital capture standards and JPEG2000 to Management (Kathy); send compound object urls to group (Steve)
